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Nor NARRATIVE 
£ 4 6 OF THE 
ORIGIN AND PROGRESS 
OF THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 


Dr. Coke, * Moore, Mr. Rogers and 
r. Whitehead, 


CONCERNINC THE PUBLICATION OF 
TREE 4: £ 
OF THE LATE 


key. 70H WESLEY, M: A. 


The whole Drawn up from a Statement of FaQs 
fully proved before a Committee, conſiſting 
of TüuIRTYV ONE GENTLEMEN, and 
afterwards read and approved by 

the ſaid Committee. 


TO WHICH fs ADDED, 


An Abltrat from the Minutes of this Committee ſhewing 
| their endeavours to promote pcace - 
in the Society. 


* 


London: 


= BY C. PARAMORE, CHartL-STREET, 
cM HoLyweLL-MouxT, IN THE YEAR 1792. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tk facts introduced into the follow 


ing Narrative were ſtated ſeparately, 
and ſigned by the perſon or perſons 
who were witneſſes of them: all 
men of character, and of reſpect- 
able and independent ſituations in 
life, who are ready to atteſt on oath, 


what they have ſigned, if legally 
called upon. | 


N. B. The Reader will take notice, that the 
Narrative only with the Minutes of their proceed- 


ings, were read to the Committee, and ordered 
by them to be printed. 
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This Committee was formed on November 26, 
1791, and conſiſts of the following perſons. 


GEORGE Worry, 
Joux HorTox, I 
William MakrioTT, ] 
Jonx Covjsox, Executor to the Rev. Charles Weſley, 


. Executorsof the Rev. J. Weſley, 


3 Ron ERT Crawford, Lothbury, Chairman of the Committee, 
; H. W. MorTimer, Fl-et-Street, 
= JAus SMITH, Bridge-Foot, 


Trnomas Gattxwoop, Fenchurch-Street, 
RicnaRD SAUSE, IWinckworth-Butldings, 

] Tuonas Dorsox, Oxfurd- Road, 

Josrprn BrarpwmoRE, Milk-Street, 

Joux ArTHUR, Great Queen-Street, 

Janes Mir.nBoUunNE, Strand, 

GEORGE Cuss0XNS, Great Wardour-Street, 

15 Tuouas TAxv Lon, Green-Street, Lieceſter-TFielde, 

Juks Love. IWhite-Chapel, 

Joux Forcuan, IIeet-Street, 

Epward Collixsoxn, Lombard-Street, 

Janes HammonD, Silver-Street, 

Joux Burr, Stratford, 

Joux Ryrrr, ITalernacle-Rom, 

WILLIAM Suirn, Ring-Street, Cheapſide, 

WILIIAu Ciulow, Chancery-Lane, Secretary of the Com- 

mittee, | 

Ricuary EDWARDS, Bedford Bury, 

3 WILLIAu Wricurt, Well-Clofe-Square, 

WILLIAM Cowlaxp, Great Aileſbury-Street 

q Josgrn Worrxx, Clerkenwell, 

1 Joux Tonk N TON, Blackman-Street, 

Jonx Haren, Borough, 

Tuomas Dar, Ditto. 

Joux Burcu, late of the Borough, now in Rent. 
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METHODIST PREACHERS, and to 
the PEOPLE of the METnoDisT Socttties. 


— 


» | | — 
Dear Brethren, 


SOON after the commencement of tins unſiappy dif- 


* 


ference between Dr. Coke, Mr. Moore and Dr. White- 


head, ue could not but obſerve, 1. That Dr. Whitehead 
had ſupported a public character nearly twice the num- 
ber of years of either of the others, and therefore ought 
not to be condemned but upon the cleareſt evidence. 
2. He now fills a reſpectable public fituation, in which 
his uſefulneſs to Society, and his own advantage, de- 
pend on his conduct and character: it therefore ap- 
peared to us highly improbable that he wouid ſacriſice 
the uſefulneſs end advantage of his ſituation, to any 
paliry ſum he might gain by writing the Life of Mr: 
Weſley; and act contrary to ihe whole tenor of his con- 
duct ſiuce any one here has known him, which is more 
than twenty years. 3. We could not but obſerve, that 
Dr. Coke, Mr. Moore and Mr. Rogers, began the at- 


tach upon him in the moſt violent manner, and in the 


moſt unchiriſtian ſpirit ; whereas we ſut Dr. Mhite- 
head eadeavouring to promete peace, by every means 
confiſtent with his engagements. Suſpetitng from theſe 
conſiderations, that the whole truth had not been fairly 


ſlated, we determined to examine the whole affair in the 


moſt careful manner ; and not to admit any facts, but 


ſuch as were proved before us upon evidence which would 


be admitted in any Court of Judicature. The fruit of 
our labours we faithfully lay before you, and fincerely 
wiſh they may be the means of awakening your attention 
to the good of the work in general, by providing ſome 
eff eftual remedy to prevent ſimilar evils in future. 


Lo Nx DOx, May 18, 1792. 
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TRUE NARRATIVE, &c. 


— 


MMEDIATELY after the Funeral of the late Rev. ]. 
Weſley, Mr. Wolff, Mr. Horton and Mr. Marriott, 
his Exccutors, publiſhed an advertiſement, cautioning the pub- 
lic againſt receiving any ſpurious account of his Lite ; l. gni- 
fying chat a true Hiſtory of him would be given and ſigned by 
them, They then requeſted Dr. Whitchead to write the 
hiſtory of his Life ; the Preachers in town, and many of the 
ſociety joining with them in the ſame requeſt, This requeſt 
was not made fo kim becaule Dr. Coke was out of England, 
but becauſe Dr. Whuchead was judged the mott proper per- 
fon to write it. For ſome time the Doctor :cfulcd to under- 
take the work, but about the beginning of June 1791, he 
yielded to their repeated {olicutations, Fo conſequence of 
this compliance, the Hxccutors Ig.ed an advertiſement ſig— 
nilying that Dr. Whientead was appointed to write the Lite 
and this advertiſement was printed and circulaied in his pro— 
poſals of publiſh ng it by fubleription, 
Though Dr. W hitchead was under no obligation,“ but 
what friendſhip laid upon him, 10 give THC truit „oi his la- 
IIS and abilities to the SOCIC ly, * et the Seng! h tation 
was, that he would wiite the Life. 6: Ale. Weiley far 
the bene fit of the Methodiſt connection, 1oieving de han- 
ſelf ſome adve ntages from it: thele advantages therclore 
aud the mode of receiving them were !et: 2: rely to his ow. 
determination; nothing be eing ſaid about hem when lig en- 
gaged to underiake the wort. 


The De Cor labzured occaſionally as a Preacher, but he never recorved 
Sip ahi from the beople on this account; ; on the CONLEare', he cautrtbuted 
to the expeaces uf the Society according to his ability. 
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2. Soon afterwards, the Doctor calling one day at 
the Chapel-houſe, Mr. Rogers {aid to him in the courſe 
of converſation, *« What will you expect for writing the 
Life of Mr. Weſley? The Doctor anſwered, I cannot 
tell ; I have not conſidered 1t,*nor ſpoken to the Executors 
about it. But what are your thoughts of it, ſaid Mr. 
Rogers?” The Doctor declared he was unprepared to an- 
ſwer: but being ſtill preſſed to ſay ſomething, and not ful- 
pecting any delign, he at length replied, I think I ought to 
have one hundred pounds for writing it. Mr. Rogers ad- 
ded, „Shall I mention this to the Executors?” Phe 
Doctor objected. He anſwered, * You may perhaps feel a 
delicacy in ſpeaking on the ſubject, and I can juſt give them 
a hint of it.” The Doctor replied, If you do mention it to 
them, it muſt be in the molt delicate manner. 

3. When the Doctor returned home he conſidered this 
converſation ; and perceived, that conſenting to write the Lite 


for a ſum of money, was hiring himſelf to do it: that if the. 


money was paid from the Book-Rooin, the Preachers would 
deem the manuſcripr purchaſed, and might, and probably 
would alter it without his conſent? The Doctor had been 
particularly cautioned agaialt this attempt to alter his manu- 
ſcript, by a iriend who knew Dr. Coke very well, and he 
had from. the firit determined that the manuſcript ſhould 
never he altered wit out his conſent, And wiſhing to pre- 
vent Mr. Rogers from making any uſe of this conzerlation 
to influence the minds of the Executors, he ſent for Mr. 
Marriott, who called upon him the next morning. The 
I) &t-r propoſed, as a compenſation for writing the Life of 
M.. Wciley, to take one half of the profits ariſing from the 
ſale of it for two. years; after which the whole ſhould be the 
proper'y of the Book-Room for ever. Mr, Marriott very 
readily accepted of the offer, Mr, Horton calling ſoon 
after, the Doctor mate the ſame propoſition to him, and he 


tha kfuily accepted o it, Mr. Wolff afterwards acceded 


to what the other two Executors had done. The three 
Execu'ors tcft';y that his was the agreement-hey made 
with Dr. Whitehead, and fay they thought it fair and 
liberal.* 

4. It was underſtood by all parties, that as Dr. Whitehead 
was one of the perions to whom Mr, Weſtey had bequeath- 
ed his manuſcripts, he would of courſe have the uſe of them 


* By this agreement. Dr. Whitchead couſ.dered himfelf as holding the 
copyright tor two years 1a order to prevent any alterations from being 
made without his conſent. 
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in writing the Life. He now wanted them, and Dr. Coke 
being in London, Dr. Whitehead wrote to Mr. Moore 
then in Briſtol, informing him, that having conſented to 
write the Life, he wanted the manuſcripts : that they were 
ſealed up by the Executors, and he wiſhed him to come to 
London, in his way to Conterence, that they might be exa- 
mined before he received them. Mr. Moore's anſwer is 
dated the 5th of July. He tells the Doctor he could not 
come to London in his way to Conference, and then adds, 
Let I would wiſh you not to be hindered one day from exe- 
cuting your purpoſe: I am therefore very willing that Mr. 
Creighton ſhould act for me. I think the whole might be given 
into your care (to be afterwards examined) and an inventory 
taken.” Dr. Coke agreed to this prop»fition; and Dr. 
Coke, Dr. Whitehead and Mr. Creighton, who aticd as 
Mr. Moore's repreſentative, went into the room where the 


papers were ſealed up, and took poſſeſſion of them. Dr. 


Coke wrote a title on the bundles; Mrs. Rogers togk an 
inventory of them: and Mr, Creighton packed them in a 
box to deliver them to Dr. Whitehead, and they were ſent 
to Dr. Whitchead's houſe. At the ume theſe papers were 
delivered to him, no reſtraint was laid upon him in reſpect to 
the uſe he ſhould make of them in Writing the Life; nor 
any power claimed over the extracts he ſhould make from 
them. This claim was not heard of till after the Conference. 

5. Dr. Whitchead's agreement with the Executors was 
not kept a ſecret, nor did he apprehend it would be ditagree- 
able to the Preachers, But in a meeting held at the Book- 
Room about the middle of July, when ihe Executors ex#- 
mined the monthly accounts of the books, Mr, Rogers men— 
tioned the terms of writing the Life of Mr, Weflev; and 
{tated to the Executors, that from a converſation he had 
with Dr. Whitehead, he could inform them the Doctor 
would be fatished with one hundred pounds for writing it. 
He repreſented this in ſuch a manner as firmly perſuaded 
Mr. Marriott, that the Doctor had altered his mind after he 
had made the propoſal to him of taking one halt of the 
profits for two years. The two Execitors prelent, be— 
lieving what Mr. Rogers ſaid was perfectly agreeable to 
the views and wiſhes of Dr. Whitehead, agreed the ſum 
ſhould be one hundred guineas. 

6. Dr. Whitehead knew nothing of this meeting nor of 
the tranſaction above-mentioned, But calling a tew days 
after at the Bovk-Room he found Mr, Rogers and Mr. 
Whitfield alone.“ Doctor, ſaid Mr. Rogers, the Executors 

have 


1 


have agreed to give you one hundred guineas for writin 
the Life. The Doctor replied, That he had made an 
agreement with the Executors of a different kind. Yes, 
faid Mr. Rogers, but the Executors would rather give you 
a Certain ſum for doing it.” The Doctor expoſtulated 
with them, and added © The agreement 1 made with the 
Exccutors was the molt equitable and the moit honourable 
both to me and the work.“ Mr. Whitfield anſwered, 
that they could not make up their accounts ſo as to aſcer— 
tain the profits on one article. The Doctor ſays, he thought 
this a mere pretence and turned away from them. 
We think the conduct of Mr. Rogers very extraordinary. 
The firſt converſation he had with Dr. Whitehead on the 
. ſubject, had the appearance of being accidental and without 
deſign. But we learn from Mr. Whitfield, that it was with 
deſign on the part of Mr. Rogers, and this made him ſo ear- 


neſt to obtain the Doctor's anſwer.“ Was this an upright 


conduct? It appears from the converſation juſt now ſited, 
that both Mr. Rogers and Mr. Whitfield knew of the Doc. 
tor's agreement with the Executors, before the meeting at 
the Book-Room :. and yet Mr. Rogers made uſe of that con- 
verſation at this meeting, to perſuade the Executors that 
the Doctor would be ſatisſied with a certain ſum, as a price 
for writing the book. When he had got the ſum fixed, by 
means of this deception, he tells the Doctor, that the Ex- 
ecutors would rather adopt that plan than abide by their 
agreement. We cannot view this conduct without expreſs- 
ing our abhorrence of it in any man, more eſpecially in a 
Preacher of the Goſpel. 

7. When Dr. Whitchead was appointed to deliver the 
Funeral Diſcourſe, he mentioned his fears, that ſome of the 
oldeſt Preachers might be offended at being overlooked on 
this occaſion, He was uncertain likewiſe how, ſome of 
them, and Dr. Coke in particular, would in reality brook 
bis appointment to write the Lite of Mr. Welley. When 
Mr. Rogers returned from Conference, he aſked him what 
the diſpolitions of the Preachers were towards him on theſe 
accounts. Mr. Rogers [cemed much embarraſſed, and ob- 


* We underſtand that Mr. Rogers affirmed to a Lady, he was authorized 
to enter into that converſation wath the Doctor. The Lady apprehended that 
the Executors had commiſſioned him to treat with Dr. Whitehead on the terms 
of writing the Liſe ; on being aſked the queſtion, the Executors declared 
they acver gave Mr. Rogers any authority to ſpeak a word on the ſubject. 
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ſerved, that the Preachers had not acted in theſe reſpects as 
he could have wilhed. What he ſaid, and the manner of 
ſaying it, convinced the Doctor that they were prejudiced 
againſt him. He conſidered his agreement with the Ex- 
ecutors as iti]! ſubſiſting; but they were now going to e— 
linquiſh their office at the requihtion of Conference, and 
conſequently his connection with them in writing the IL 
was to be diſſolved, and transferred to the Preachers. | 
occaſioned ſome difficulty how to att. But in the beginning 
of September, on converſing with two of the Preachers, he 
found they entirely rejected th: agreement with the Execu- 
tors, and inſiſted that the converſation with Mr. Rogers was 
an agreement, which they expected him to fulfil. This cir- 
cumſtance unfolds the deep laid plan of Mr. Rogers: he was 
earneſt to obtain the Dottor's anſwer to his queſtion, that 
the Preachers might have a ſpecious pretence. for a claim 


upon him after Conference, when his connection with the 


Executors would be diſſolved. We need not ſay this conducł 
hurt his mind; it appeared to him arbitrary and unjuſt ; it 
deepened the impreſſions Mr. Rogers had made, by inſinuating 
that the Preachers were unfriendly towards him, and drew 
from him a few ſtrong expreſſions concerning the conduct of 
Conference, in his Letters to the Committce of Preachers, 
Notwithſlanding this, he offered them the choice of any or 
the following propoſitions: 1. To allow the Preachers one 
half of the profits ariſing from the number of Copies they 
ſhould fell, or to fix their profits at 25 per cent. 2. To refer 
the ratio of the profits to be allowed the Preachers, to the deciſion 
of judicious men Ko way intereſted in the matter. Or 3. To al- 
low the Preachers the u/ua! profits of the trade, and after « 
limited time to make a preſent to the Preacher's fund, which 
ſhould be left wholly to him. 

It has always been deemed the moſt fair and equitable way 
of terminating a difference, to refer it to the deciſion of an 
arbitration properly choſen. The party concerned, who pro- 
poſes this, gives demonſtrative evidence of the uprightneſs of 
his intentions: and we here find Dr. Whitchead, at the very 
commencement of th's difference, ſtanding forward and can- 
didly offering to refer his cauſe to the deciſion of judicious 


men no way concerned in the matter. Had the Preachers 


acted in the fame diſintereſted manner, peace would have 
been immediately reſtored. But the Committee of Preach- 


ers, in which Dr, Coke, Mr. Rogers and Mr, Whitfield 


acted 


+ 


1 


ated as leading members, “ rejected a the three propoſitions. 
The rejection of ſo impartial an arbitration, as the Doctor pro- 


ofed in the ſecond propoſition, gave juſt cauſe of ſuſpicion, 


that theſe men had ſome private views which were not fair 
and honourable ; and the event juſtifies the ſuſpicion. In- 
ſtead of the arbitration, or any of the Doctor's propoſitions, 
they offered him two hundred guineas for writing the life; or, 
to appoint three of their conmittee to meet three of his friends, 
The Doctor, to preſerve his manuſcript from mutation, 
would not be hired to pvrite the Life, and theretore rejected 
the offer of (wo hundred guineas; but, being deſirous of 
an accommodation if potlibie, he appointed three of his 
friends to mect three of their committee. And to ſhew the 
preachers how little he regarded money in this difference, he 
gave his friends the following Commillion—It is here ſtated 
as atteſted and ſigned by the three Perſons who waited on 
the Preachers. | | 
„ When Dr. Whitchead Commiſſioned us to meet three 
&© of the Committee of Preachers on his behalf, he laid us 
& under no reſtraint whatever, except in relation to the 
© Copy-right : but he gave us an unlimited authority over 
© the whole profits of the book, to diſpoſe of them to the 
« Preachers as we ſhould think moſt expedient, and declared 
* he would abide by our agreement. —Inſtcad of three we 
& met ſix of the Preachers, who inliſted in the firſt inſtance, 
ce that the Copy-right ſhould be theirs : the meeting therefore 
„ ended without any accommodation.“ | 
Dr. Whitchead being deſirous to convince both the Prea- 
chers and people that he ated on the moſt honourable prin- 
ciples in this buſineſs, called a meeting of the Executors and 
ſome of the molt reſpectable perſons of the Society, both for 
knowledge and piety. They met at his houſe on the 28th 
of September. The Doctor informed them he wanted their 
advice how to act, and would follow it, as he wiſhed to pro- 
mote peace by every means in his power, The firſt queſtion 
propoſed was, whether the converſation with Mr, Rogers, 
mentioned above, was an agreement, and whether it laid the 
Doctor under any obligations? They were unanimouſly of 
opinion that it was no agrzement, and laid him under no 
obligations, It was then aſked, What can be done to pro- 


* It has lately been ſaid that Mr. Rogers and Mr. Whitfield are not mem- 
bers of the Committee appointed by Conference. Bur it is certain that they 
both acted as ſuch, and ſigned their names to the reſolutions of the Committee 
as members; and it was generally und-rfiood at the tine they had a right ſo 
to do, 
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mote peace? Here the Doctor put the matter wholly out of 
his own hands, and declared he would comply with any pro— 
oſals of accommodation they ſhould agree upon. It was at 
length determined that the Preachers thould retain all the 
ſubſcriptions they could procure, and have any number of 
copies of the Lite, not leſs than two thoufand, at one half the 
ſelling price, which is fifty per cent profit — This leſt the 
whole expence of printing up mn the Doctor, with all the la- 
bour and riſk of the work, and very little or no advantage. 
This propoſol was delivered in at the book-room, and after- 
wards rejcaed, | 
8. As the Preachers ſeemed to be contending only for mo- 
ney, it appeared myſterious that they did not accept of the aft 
propoſal, which offered them advantages that might poſſibiy 
abſorb the whole profits of the work. But we (hall ſoon fee 
that one of then, at leaſt, hd another object in view, which 
he deemed of more importance than the money. Wen the 
feven Truſtecs appointed by a deed ſubſequent to Mr. Wel 
ley's Will were ail in town, io take the Bonks out of the 
hands of the Executors; they had frequent mectings with 
the Committee of Preachers, in which the difference with 
Dr. Whitch-ad was conſidered, They took care however 
not to invite the Doctor to any of their meciings. An im- 
partial judge is always careful to hear both ſides of a caſe 
before he paſſes judgment; but theſe judges, as if afraid of 
knowing the whole truth, choſe to hear one ſide only; 
and yet we ſhall find them paſſing a ſentence oi condemnation 
on the D-tor !—On Saturday the 22nd of October theſe 
Truſtees and the Exccutors were all together at DoQors: 
Commons. While they were waiting in a rom for the 
Probate of Mr. Weſley's Will, the Executors uſed every 
means in their power, to perſuade them to put an end to the 
difference with Dr. Whitehead, by accepting of the agree- 
ment which they, as Executors, had made with him before 
the Conference. At length the Truſtees (of whom Dr. 
Coke and Mr. Rogers were two) fully agreed to it, and the 
difference ſeemed finally ſettled. Ihe Executors imme— 
diately went to the Doctor and informed lum that the 
Preachers had acquieſced in the agreement they forme::y 
made with him; and appointed to meet again at the Doctor's 
houſe on Monday morning October the 24th, to execute the 
agreement on ſtamps. Accordingly they met at the Doctor's 
houſe at the time appointed, with a rough draught of the 


* No mention bad yet been mad to Dr. VVitieneads that he wonld be re— 


- quired to ſubmit his manuſcript to the altes allons which the Committee of 


F reachers might chuſe ro male in it, 
egrcement 
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ated as leading members, “ rejected a! the three propoſitions.” 
The rejection of ſo impartial an arbitration, as the Doctor pro- 

poſed in the ſecond propoſition, gave juſt cauſe of ſuſpicion, WP 
that theſe men had ſome private views which were not fair 
and honourable ; and the event juſtifies the ſuſpicion. In- 
fleakof the arbitration, or any of the Doctor's propoſitions, 
they offered him two hundred guineas for writing the life; or, 
to appoint three of their committee to meet three of his friends. 

The Doctor, to preſerve his manuſcript from mutilation, 

would not be hired to write the Life, and therefore rejected 
the offer of Wo hundred guineas; but, being defirous of 
an accommodation if potlibie, he appointed three of his 
friends to meet three of their committee, And to ſhew the 
preachers how little he regarded money in this difference, he 
gave his friends the following Commiſſion—lt is here ſtated 
as atteſted and ſigned by the three Perſons who waited on 
the Preachers. 
{ © When Dr. Whitchead Commiſſioned us to meet three 
& of the Committee of Preachers on his behalf, he laid us 
& under no reſtraint whatever, except in relation to the 
„Copy- right: but he gave us an unlimited authority over 
© the whole profits of the book, to diſpoſe of them to the 
« Preachers as we ſhould think moſt expedient, and declared 
* he would abide by our agreement.—Inſtcad of three we 
& met ſix of the Preachers, wlio inliſted in the firſt inſtance, 
< that the Copy- right ſhould be theirs : the meeting therefore 
„ended without any accommodation.” 

Dr. Whitchead being deſirous to convince both the Prea- 
chers and people that he ated on the moſt honourable prin- 
ciples in this buſineſs, called a meeting of the Executors and 
ſome of the molt reſpectable perſons of the Society, both for 
knowledge and piety. They met at his houſe on the 28th 
of September. The Doctor informed them he wanted their 
advice how to act, and would follow it, as he withed to pro- 
mote peace by every means in his power, The firſt queſtion 
| propoſed was, whether the converſation with Mr, Rogers, 
mentioned above, was an agreement, and whether it laid the 
Doctor under any obligations? They were unanimouſly of 
opinion that it was no agrzement, and laid him under no 
obligations, It was then aſked, What can be done to pro- 


© — 


: * It has lately been ſaid that Mr. Rogers ard Mr. Whitfield are not mem- 
bers of the Committee appointed by Conference. But it is certain that they 
both acted as ſuch, and figned their names to the retolutions of the Committee 
4 as members; and it was generally underſtood at the tune they had a right ſo 
1 | to do, | 
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= mote peace? Here the Doctor put the matter wholly out of 
: "> his own hands, and declared he would comply with any pro— 
poſals of accommodation they ſhould agree upon, It was at 
' Jength determined that the Preachers thould retain ali the 
| - > ſubſcriptions they could procure, and have any number of 
copies of the Life, not lels than two thoufand, at one half the 
- ſelling price, which is fifty per cent profit This leſt the 
whole expence of printing upon the Doctor, with all the la- 
” bour and riſk of the work, and very little or no advantage. 
This propoſol was delivered in at the book- room, and aftcr- 
wards rejcaed, ; 
8. As the Preachers ſeemed to be contending only for mo- 
ney,* it appeared myſterious that tiey did not accept of the fat 
propoſal, which offered them advantages that might poſſibiy 
abſorb the whole profits of the work. But we schall loon fee . 
that one of then, at leaſt, had another object in view, which 
he deemed of more importance than the money. Wen the 
ſeven Truſtecs appointed by a deed ſubſequent to Mr. Weſ— 
ley's Will were all in town, to take the Books out of the 
hands of the Executors; they had frequent mectings with 
the Committee of Preachers, in which the difference with 
Dr. Whitchead was conſidered, They took care however 
not to invite the Doctor to any of their meciings. An im— 
partial judge is always careful to hear both ſides of a cafe 
before he palles judgment ; but theſe judges, as if afraid of 
knowing the whole truth, choſe to hear one {ide only; 
and yet we ſhall find them paſſing a ſentence of condemnation 
on the D&tor !—On Saturday the 22nd of October theſe 
Trultees and the Exccutors were all together at Doctors 
Commons. While they were waiting in a room for the 
Probate of Mr. Weſley's Will, the Fxecutors uſed every 
means in their power, to perſuade them to put an end to the 
difference with Dr. Whitchead, bv accepting of the agree- 
ment which they, as Executors, had made with him before 
the Conference. At length the Truſtees (of whom Dr. = 
Coke and Mr. Rogers were two) fully agreed to it, and the 
difference ſeemed finally ſettled. "ihe Execmors imme— 
diately went to the Doctor and informed him that the 
Preachers had acquieſced in the agreement they formet!y 
made with him; and appointed to meet again at the Doctor's 
houſe on Monday moraing October the 24th, to exe ute the 
agreement on ſtamps. Accordingly they met at the Doctor's 
houſe at the time appointed, with a rough draught of the 
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* No mention had yet been mags to Dr. Whitehead, that he would be re— 
quired to ſubmit his manuſeript to the alter ates Wh! 
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egrcement 


* 


121 


agreement and two ſtamps to execute it: but to the ſurprize 
of the Executors, Dr. Coke and Mr, Moore appeared and 
brought a new propoſition, which had not been heard of be- 
fore through the whole of the diſpute; and they inſiſted that 
this new propolition ſhould be a preliminary to any agree- 
ment. 1 his propofition was, that the Doctor's manuſcript 
ſhould be, © PFir/t read over and approved by the Committee 
pointed by the Conference for Printing, Sc.“ The Doctor 
aid, that he could not in conſcience ſubmit tothis requiſition: 
that he could not, as an honeſt man, put his name to a work, 
which might contain repreſentations of facts contrary to his 
judgment 'of them. Thus they finally differed, not about 
money, which was here totally out of the queſtion, but whether 
the judgment of Dr. Coke and his friends of the Com- 
mittee, or the Dottor's own judgment, mult decide, what he 
ſhould publiſh in the Liſe of Mr. W clley. 

We do not wiſh to judge any man's zntentions, further than 
his actions make them manitelt. Dr. Coke, Mr. Rogers, &c. 
began this difpute on the pretence of money; but the Truſ- 
tces had now accepted of the agreement the Exccutors made 
with Dr. Whitehead before the Conference; this caule of 
the difference was therefore removed, and Dr. Coke was 
obliged openly to ayow, what had hitherto been concealed 
under the ſpecious pretence of contending for the advantage 
of tae Connection—Dr. Whitchead's manuſcript mult be 
obtained, that Dr. Coke and his friends of the Committee 
might alter it as they pleaſed— This explains the reaſon why 
the molt liberal ofters of advantage from the life have been 
rejected. It is eaſy to conceive that Dr. Coke ſoreſaw, if an 
impartial hiſtory of Mr. Weſley and of Methodiſm were pub- 
liſhed, many parts of his conduct in the government of the 
Society would be brought to light, for which Mr. Welley had 

chiefly borne the blame. We do not wonder that he er. 
to have the power of luppreſſing or altering theſe parts as he 
pleaſed; and his condutt in this affair is altogether inex- 
plicable to us on any other ſuppoſition. The requiſition 
however, that Dr. Whitehead ſhould ſubmit his manuſcript 
to ſuch alterations as Dr. Coke and his friends of the Com- 
mittee choſe to make in it, was unjuſtifiable. This Com- 
mittee had no exillence when Dr. Whitehead engaged to 
write Mr, Welley's Lite, he was not therefore under an 


obligations to ſubmit to it after it was appointed. And with 


the views he had of Dr. Coke's intentions, he could not 
ſubmit to it, conſiſtently with his duty to Mr. Weſley's cha- 
racter and to the public, as a faithful hiſtorian, 
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9. The Truſtees and Committee of Preachers, now de- 


* 
: 
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| # termined that Dr. Coke. and Mr. Moore ſhould write the 
Life of Mr. Weſley for the Methodiſt Connection. So far 
Dr. Coke obtained his end. But as Propoſals of a Life of - 


Mr. Weſley and an Hiſtory of Methodiſm, written by Dr. 
Whitehead, had been circulated through all the Societies in 
the three kingdoms, it was neceſſary they ſhould allign ſome 
reaſon for ſo extraordinary an alteration. It was ealy to ſee 
that 4 ſimple and fair ſtatement of the point on which they 
differed with Dr. Whitehead, would not ſatisfy either the 
Preachers or people that ſuch an alteration ought to be made. 
Dr. Coke therefore drew up a Letter, dated Oct. 31ſt, to be 
circulated through the Connection, in which he repreſented 
money as the caule of the difference. This ſhews Dr, Coke's 
views of the beſt method of influencing the minds of the 
Preachers. We hope it was as falle a view of their diſpo- 
ſitions as it was of the ſtate of the difference with Dr. W h:te- 
head. At one time the Doctor put the whole profits of the 
work out of his own hands, to be diſpoſed of to the Preachers, 
by three indifferent perſons as they thought fit; at another 
time he offered the Preachers fifty per cent for ſelling the 
Life, which might poſſibly be the whole profits ailing 
from it; but theſe offers, and the true ſtate of the difference 
Dr. Coke concealed from the Preachers and people, and re- 

reſented Dr. Whitehead as acting from mercenary motives 
only, and ſo extravagant in his demands on the profits of the 
work, that it was impoſſible to treat with him. However 
aſtoniſhing it may appear, yet this letter was ſigned by moſt of 
the Truſtees and members of the Committee of Preachers! 
Dr. Coke's great madeſiy would not ſuffer him to ſign it, 
though it was written by him. 

Dr. Whitehcad publiſhed a few remarks on this letter, in 
as mild and conciliatory a manner as poſſible, and offered to 
give the Preachers the whole profit of the work, it they delired 
it.“ Notwithſtanding this and the former offers, Dr. Coke, 

Mr. Moore and Mr. Rogers continued to aſſert with con- 
Hdence, that Dr. Whitchead aimed at nothing but getting 
money by the Life. Every ſtep they now took tended directly 
to prevent peace, and widen the breach as much as poſſible. 
Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore affirmed, in a printed circular let- 
ter,“ He (Dr. Whitehead) declares that if he does not print the 
* Life on his own account it would be an act of injuſtice to him- 


See the printed letter dated Nov. gth, 
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on this account, I call the living 
* and you this day, that ] am clear ; the miſchief that may follow 
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« {elf and family.” — Dr. Whitehead's words are theſe, in 4 
letter to Mr. Rogers Sept. 7th, I know not that there are 
any perſons who have authority to enter into any agreement 
* on this buſineſs ill the next Conference. If then I print the 
*« work before Conference, I muſt of neceſſity print it on my 
* own acccount,or, give it out of my hands without any ſecurity, 
* which would be an att of injuſtice to myſelf and family. 
What is it which the Doctor ſays, would be an att Fag. 
Sc? the anſwer is obvious, Giving it out of his hands with- 
out any ſecurity. 1 The words bear no other ſenſe unleſs 
torn from their proper connection. But this was not the 
ſenſe which pleaſed Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore. They there- 
fore take out a part of his words from the reſt of the ſentence, 
print on my own account—would be an act of injuſtice to myſelf 
and family—This was itil] more unfavourable to their wiſhes— 
It was abſolutely neceſſary to make additions of their own to 
bring out the ſenſe they wanted : this done they exclaim with 
triumph, HE DECLARES IF HE DOES Sor print THE 


LIFE on hzs own account, Ir would be an aft of injuſtice to him- 


felf and family.” O! truth and ſhame, whither are you fled ? 
In the concluſion of his letter of the gth of Nov. the Doctor 
addreſſes himſelf to the Preachers through the whole con- 
nection, in the following words, in reference to the demand of 
a power to alter his manuſcript, * I entreat you for God's 
* ſake, for the ſake of peace among the people, for the honour 
of religion in general, to deſiſt from this arbitrary and illi- 
« beral requiſition. If you ſtill inſiſt upon it, and ks a breach 
G od to witneſs between me 


„will he at your door not mine; and you ſhall anſwer for 
it at the awful tribunal of our Lord and Saviour JEsus 
„CHRIST.“ Since this ſolemn warning and appeal, Dr. 
Coke, Mr. Moore and Mr. Rogers, have continued to do 
all the miſchief in their power, in a ſpirit of perſecution 
which ſhews to what lengths they would have gone, if the 
civil power had been under their direction. Dr. Whitehead 
has had no hand in the confuſion theſe men have made, ex- 
cept as the ſilent object of their revilings, which he has now 
patently encured for ſix months without making any reply. 

10. Dr. Coke, in conjunction with Mr. Moore, had now 
obtained ſome kind of authority for writing the Life of Mr. 


See the printed letter. 
+ That 15, without a ſecurity for receiving any thing for writing it. 
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. Weſley, and either of omitting or repreſenting things as he 
- pleaſed. But this did not accompliſh the whole of his wiſhes ; 

it was ſtill neceſſary, if poſſible, to prevent Dr, Whitehead from 
* finiſhing the work he had begun. There was no way of ſuc- 


ceeding in this attempt, but by getting poſſeſſion of the manu- 
ſcripts, or, by hindering the Doctor from making any uſe of 
them.—On the 25th of October, the day after they were ap- 
pointed to write the Life, Dr. Whitehead received a note from 
them, in which they expreſs their deſire to examine the papers 
in the following words: „Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore preſent 
their reſpects to Dr. Whitehead ;—they now call on Dr. 
Whitehead to permit them to examine Mr. Welley's papers. 
« And as thoſe papers were left by Mr. Weſley, to be in- 
© ſpected by Dr. Whitehead and them conjointly without 
any reference to a publication of his Life, they expect that 


„they will be permitted to examine and decide upon them 


without any reference thereto, And they entreat the fa- 
« your of as ſpeedy an anſwer as poſſible.“ 

On the 15th of October Dr. Whitehead had written to 
Mr. Moore, before he came up from Briſtol, intimating that 
he would not ſuffer the manulcripts to be examined, unleſs 
Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore would leave ſuch papers in his 
hands as were proper to a{lliſt him in writing the Life. The 
did not therefore expect that Dr. Whitehead would comply 
with their preſent requilition ; and were preparing to make 
the belt ule of his refuſal. But as the Executors had ex- 
preſſed a wiſh that this article of the will might be fulfilled, 
he had determined to comply with their deſire; and returned 
Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore the following anſwer, expreſſing 
his entire readineſs to fulfil the Will of Mr. Weſley when- 
ever they pleaſed: 

« Dr. Whitehead's reſpects to Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore 
«© —he informs them that he is ready and willing to enter 
« into an examination of Mr. Welley's papers conjointly 
* with them any day they ſhall appoint, the hour being firſt 
agreed vpon,” 

The Doctor expected them the next day; but they were 
in no hurry when they found him ready to receive them. 
A few days after Dr. Coke ſcalded his leg. This was a con- 
venient Circumitance, as it afforded a molt excellent plea tor 
deſiring Dr. Whitehead to bring ſome of the papers to the 
Chapel-houſe. This requeſt was accordingly made; and 
De. Whitehead returned the following anſwer, dated the iſt 
0! Noveinber. | 

E 2 | « I cannot 


„„ 


J cannot conſent to bring any papers to the New Cha- 
* pel; nor can I ſuffer them to be removed from my houſe, 
« till I have written the Life of Mr. Weſley. I ground my 
e refuſal] on your own free and deliberate act: you have put 
* theſe papers into uy hands for the purpoſe of compoling 
a hiſtory of Mr. Weſley's Lite—I have taken no ſmall 
e pains in the work, and the public expect it from me—l 
* am ready to enter upon an examination of the papers with 
you, at my houſe, any day from five in the evening till 
eight.“ 

Notwidiflanding theſe offers to examine the papers and 
fulfil Mr. Weſley's Will in conjunction with Dr. Coke 
and Mr. Moore, they confidently aſſerted every where, that 
Dr. Whitehead refuſed to fulfil the Will : that he held the 
papers by force, and would not permit them to be examined.“ 
Dr. Whitehead beheld this conduct with aſtoniſhment and 
concern. He Gong he had a right to the uſe of the papers. 
in writing Mr. Welley's Life, not only as one of the perſons 
to whom Mr. Weſley had bequeathed them, but becauſe Dr. 
Coke and Mr, Moore had committed them to him for that 
very purpoſe. He thought however, that Dr. Coke and Mr. 
Moore had alſo a right to write the Life of Mr.* Weſley if 
they choſe to do it; and did not wiſh to take an advantage of 
the delivery of the papers to him, fo as to hinder them from 
waking uſe of them. On the 18th of November he ex- 
plained himfelf more fully on this head, in the following 
words, in a letter to Dr. Coke. I do not hinder the 
* examination of the papers which the Will directs. I 
« am. ready to enter upon it any day you pleaſe, and with it 
was already done, and an inventory taken of every paper 
* in the collection. When this is done, I ſhall not with to 
« hinder you from taking copies of any papers you may think 
proper to make uſe of in writing the Lite of Mr Welley. 
I do not even dcfire to prevent you from reapi 1g all the 
advantage from them , ou can — In his anſwer to this let- 
ter, Dr. Coke has the following words, “ At preſent we think 
it neceſſary that the Truſt-es (meaning himſelf Mr. Moore 
and Dr. Whitehead) ſhould ener into a mutual, ſufficient 
egal ſecurity, that whatever be determined by them, or a 


= Many perſons at firſt doubted the truth of this report: and there is rea- 
ſon to believe, that whenever any one called on Dr. Coke, Mr. Moore or Mr. 
Rogers to know the truth of it, they read Dr. Whitchead's letter of the 5th of. 
. 1 
October, to Mr. Moore at Briſtol, as a proot that the report was true; con- 
ccaling the Pector's cc Hννð,it which they had juſt before received, 
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majority of them“ ſhall be deciſive in reſpect to the publi- 


„5 


« cation (how, when, where *) of the manuſcripts or any part 


of them'—In another letter written ſome time after this 
they required Dr. Whitehead to enter into a bond with ſuf- 
* ficient penalties, binding himſelf to abide by what two out of 


the three, that is, what Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, ſhould 
determine. "Theſe extracts from their letters ſhew, that Dr. 
Coke and Mr. Moore did not wiſh to examine the papers 
with Dr. Whitehead : they plainly hindered the examination, 
by requiring ſuch conditions previous to it, as no man in his 
ſenſes, circumſtanced as Dr. Whitehead was, would ſubmit to. 

11. Finding Dr. Whitehead determined to proceed in 
writing the Life, Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore inſiſted that no- 
thing ſhould be publiſhed out of Mr. Weſley's papers but 
what was firſt read over and approved by them. The Doctor 
conſidered this requiſition as an infringement of the conditions 


on which he received the papers. The propoſal of deliver- 


ing them into Dr. Whitehead's hands was firſt made by Mr. 
Moore, Dr. Coke agreed to it, and Dr. Whitehead accepted 
of it. Here was a fair deliberate contract, for a ſpecial pur- 
poſe expreſled, entered into by perſons competent to make it, 
and the delivery of the papers was a full and final ratification 
of it The circumſtances of this contract are ſtated above; 
and ſhew that Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore did not reſerve to 
themſelves any power over Dr. Whitehead's extracts, but 
only a power to examine the papers afterwards, which the 
Doctor has repeatedly offered to comply with.—But when a 
contract is deliberately made and ratified, neither of the con- 
tracting parties can add any new condition to it without the 
conſent of the other. If a contract could be once altered in 
this way, it might be altered a thouſand times, and there 
never could be any certainty when it was finiſhed, De. 
Whitehead therefore, re ſiſted this power of Dr. Coke and Nr. 
Moore, over his manuſcript, on the molt fair and honourable 

principles. | 
12. They now became fruitful in expedients to hinder D. 
Whitehead from writing the Life, or to injure his reputation 
ſo much that few would purchaſe it; and they ſcrupled no 
means which ſeemed likely to promote the end,F An anony- 
| mous 


* That is by Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, who had now formed a combina- 
Ken to deprive Dr. Whitehead of the uſe of the papers. 


+ A report was propagated that Dr. Whitehead had ſaid to Dr. Coke and 
r. Moore, „ I will make uf* of what papers I pleaſe and burn the ret.” 


This was a pure invention, manifeſtly propagated for the purpoſe of Jetama- 
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mous letter was written and ſent to the Doctor, full of in- 
jurious inſinuations againſt him. The author pretended to 
be his friend ; gave him advice, and aſſured him no one knew 
of the letter but himſelf. Dr. Coke employed a perſon to 
write out a great number of copies of this letter, and theſe 
were circulated from the Chapel-houſe, through London and 
moſt parts of the three kingdoms. The manifeſt tendency 
of this ſtep was, to injure the Doctor in his profeſſion, by in- 
jering his character; and thus to induce him to give up 
writing the Life to avoid ruin, which was attempted by this 
letter in the moſt inſiduous manner. But happily, Providence 
had not put it in the power of Dr. Coke, Mr. Moore and 
Mr. Rogers, to ruin the Doctor, however well diſpoſed they 
were to it. 

13. To ſhew they were in earneſt, and to make danger 
appear more threatening to Dr. Whitehead, they now talked 
of a ſuit in Chancery; and ſoon afterwards Dr. Coke and 
Mr. Moore retained the Solicitor General, and prepared a q 
Chancery Bill of thirty-ſix ſheets of paper. But before the 
Bill was filed it was thought neceſſary that Dr. Whitchead 
ſhould be put out of the Society, leſt it ſhould be ſaid they 
went to law with a brother. Accordingly, on the gth of De- 


* 


tion. The Doctor mentioned it in a letter to Pr. Coke and Mr. Moore, and 
requeſted an explicit anſwer whether they had given any countenance to ſuch 
a report. They remained filent on that ſubject. But Dr. Whitchead had certain 
information that Mr. Moore, by iaunuendos, had endeavoured to give credibilit 
to the ſtory. At length finding nobody diſpoſed to believe it chey ſuffered it 
to die away. 

Innumerable ſtories have been invented and propagated with great in- 
duſtry, as void of truth as the authors of them are of ſhame. Some of theſe 
ſtories, indeed, were deſtitute ot all probability; but they anſwered the pur- 
poſe of working up the minds of the loweſt of the people to believe, that Dr. 
Whitehead is a perfect montter of covetouſneſs and wickedneſs—A poor perſon 
ar two one day affirmed with great earneſtnefs, that the Preachers had offered 
Dr. Wnitehead five hundred a year for writing the Life of Mr. Weſley, but 
that did no? ſatisfy him, he would have the whole profits of the Book-room, 
which are ſuppoſed to be about two thouſand per annum. A perſon actually 
came to the Doctor, in great agitation, to know the truth of this ſtory. A re- 
port is now in circulation (May 1792) that Dr. Whitchead declares, he will 
ruin the Me: hodiſt Society, it he loſe his foul in doing it. Such a report may 
anſwer the purpoſe of Mr. Rogers, or ſome of his party, in deluding the com- 
mon people, aud inflaming their minds againſt the Doctor; but it muſt injure 
their cauſe in the opinion of thoſe who have any reflection, as being altogether 
incredible. Dr. Whitehead was brought up among the Methodiſts from a child; 
he fincerely loves the Connection, is ready to do every thing in his power 
to promote the peace and happinels of it; he laments the preſent diſſentions, 
and has no otherways been the occafion of them, than by calmly and quietly 
doing bis duty, with a view to benefit the Society and ſerve the intereſts of re- 
ligion in general; juſt as a Preacher of the goſpel may be the innocent occaſion 
of a riot (if the people are wicked enough to make it) by preaching in the open 
air or in private houſes. Dr. Coke, Mr. Maore and Mr. Rogers, may raiſe a 
riot under falſe and artful pretences, and then lay the blame on the innocent 
hut God ſtil! reigneck and knoweth the truth. 
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cer, at a meeting of the Itinerant and Local Preachers 
in London, held once a quarter, Dr. Coke, Mr. Moore and 
Mr. Rogers, brought an accuſation againſt Dr. Whitehead, 
in his abſence and without giving him any notice of their in- 


tention. They charged the Doctor with refuling to fulfil 
Mr. Weſley's Will, by not ſuffering the manuſcripts to be 


; examined. They prevailed on the meeting (by what me- 


thods it is well known) to paſs a motion ſuſpending Dr. 
W hitehead from the pulpit. This motion however, paſſed 
on condition that nothing further ſhould be done, till Dr. 
Whitchead had been waited upon and heard in his own de. 
fence. The motion was all Dr. Coke wanted ; twenty ſuch 
conditions round the arms of Dr. Coke are like burnt threads. 
He loſt no time. On Sunday evening the 11th, he expelled 
Dr. Whitehead from the pulpit before a large congregation, 
ſaying many things tending to inflame the minds of the peo- 
ple. In doing this he openly violated the conditionon which 
the motion of ſuſpenſion had been ſuifered to paſs, and yet he 
ſignified to the Society that he was only executing what had 
been determined at a meeting of thirty Preachers !—Dr. 
Whitehead heard nothing of this buſineſs till the whole was 


finiſhed. 


A general outcry was now raiſed, that Dr. Whitehead was 
going to violate Mr. Weſley's Will, by publithing his papers 
without ſubmitting them to an examination. While Dr. 
Coke, Mr. Moore andwr-Regezs were declaiming with 
vehemence againſt the enormity of this crime, as worſe than 
ſacrilege, highway robbery, &c. they themſelves began to pub- 
liſh four manuſcript ſermons which Mr. Weſley had leſt be- 
hind him, without ſubmitting them to the examination which 
the Will appoints, or conſulting Dr. Whitehead abont them. 
Here Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore actually violated that very 
article of the Will, for the fulhIment of which they pretended 
to be at iſſue with Dr. Whitehead; from whence it was 
manifeſt that they themſelves were the agreſlors and had no 
further regard to the /ulfiliing of Mr. H/lery's Mill, than as a 
convenient phraje, by which they could influence the minds 
of the people againſt Dr. Whitehead. 

Their proſpect of ſucceſs in the Court of Chancery began 
now to darken. We have reaſon to believe their counſel 
adviſed them not to procced, as they could gain nothing by a 
ſuit at law: Mr. Rodda and Mr. Bradford objected to the 
expence, and wonld not conſent it ſhould be paid out of the 
Yook-room : ſome of the moſt ſenſible preachers in the 


| country, 


E 


country wrote to Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore difapproving of 
their violent meaſures: and Dr. Coke found himſelf liable to 
an action of damages for ſlandering and defaming Dr. White- 
head, and expected it would be brought againſt him: the con- 
currence of all theſe circumſtances convinced them they had 
gone too far for their own ſafety, and ſhewed them the neceſſity 
of making a retreat. But the difficulty was, how to effect this 
without the appearance of a defeat. It was determined to 
call a meeting of their ſele& friends who might be brought 
to a reſolution adviſing Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore not to go 
to law. They ſent private invitations to ſuch perſons as they 
thought moſt proper. Theſe anfwered the purpoſe of a 
packed Jury, though molt of them were innocent and en- 
tirely ignorant of the real deſign of the meeting, and are 
ſuppoſed to be ignorant of it to this day, 

In the beginning of this meeting a few texts of Scripture 
were read; then two or- three perſons, who were in che 
ſecret, enlarged upon them, and offered many reaſons why 
they thought it beſt not to go to Jaw, but rather ſuffer wrong, 
as they pretended ! Here we ſee the men, who two months be- 
fore would pay no regard to the very fame texts of Scnpture 
they now read, nor to the remonſtrances of their pious con- 
ſcientious friends, pretending to appear meek as lambs! 
What a difference between this and the paſſionate expreſſions 
of Mr. Moore, at a Gentleman's houſe in the neighbourhood 
of London: hen af the door, he ex- 
claimed with repeated aſſeverations— I will have law! I will 
have law!!! 

When the queſtion was put at this mecting, whether Dr. 
Coke and Mr. Moore ſhould go to law or not, it was carried 
almoſt unanimouſly as they intended it ſhould, not go to law. 
Then Dr. Coke took out a paper which he or ſome of his 


friends had prevzoufly written, and read it to the people. He 


called it a memorial or ſtatement of the reſult of that meet- 
ing, which was to be ſent to the Preachers and friends in the 
country, and read to the people in town, It muſt be re- 
membered however, that this paper was written ere the 


people aſſembled, though it was pretended to be the reſult of 


the meeting; it is therefore evident, that the reſult of the 
meeting was determined hefore-hand, and that the whole was 
a Contrivance to cover their retreat from Chancery, under a 
retence that the people diſſuaded them from going to law. 

They concluded with prayer—but what a ſolemn mocker 
of God, to adilreſs him who is the fountain of all truth, after 
acting 


E 


1 acting ſuch a ſcene of deception as this, in his preſenoe, and 
i 4 in his houſe. 
. 


The concluſion was ſuitable to the foregoing proceedings. 


8 On Sunday evening January 22, Dr. Coke read the paper 


above-mentioned, to the Society. He told them it was the 


© reſult ofthe meeting which he and his brethren had held, and 
that he and Mr. Moore would now drop the law-ſuit becauſe 


the people adviſed them ſo to do. Was there ao prevarication 
or mental reſervation in this declaration? The whole was 
certainly a very extraordinary tranſaction. What is it which 
the men will not lo, who are capable of deliberately planning 
and ſolemnly acting ſuch a ſcene as this to blind the minds 
of the people, and then of connecting it with an act of devo- 


tion in a place of public worſhip, to give it the appearance of 
truth ? 


One object of this Committee was, to promote peace by 
every means in their power conſiſtent with truth and juſtice, 
Mr. Weſley's Manuſcripts continued to be an object of con- 
tention. It was evident that Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore were 
now combined againſt Dr. Whitehead; though two pecſons 
they were but one party, and if two out of the three were to 
decide on Mr. Weſley's Manufcripts, Dr. Whitehead had no 
voice, contrary to the true intent and meaning of the Will. 
As therefore the three perſons mentioned in the Will, were 


reduced to two parties, the Committee thought it reaſonable 
and juſt, that a Aird ſhould be introduced, in caſe the two 


parties could not agree. Upon this principle they came to 
the following Reſolutions, on the 14th of December 1791, 
and appointed eleven of their members to carry them to Dr. 
Coke and Mr. More, and try what could be done to pro- 
mote peace, | 


* I. That Dr. Whitehead will enter int6 an examination 
of the late Rev. John Welley's Papers in his hands, on Mon- 
day next or any other day, from five to eight in the evening, 
in the preſence of two indifferent friends ; one to be choſen 


by Dr. Whitehead, and the other by Dr. Coke and Mr. 
Moore.“ 


C II. That 


1 


„II. That ſuch papers as upon the examination fhall 
unanimoufly be deemed improper to be publithed, thall be 
burnt immediately.” : 


| 


* III. That if any difference of opinion ſhould ariſe, be- 
tween Dr. Whitehead, Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, reſpecting 
the deſtroying or publiſhing of any paper or papers of the late 
Mr. Welley's in his cuſtody, ſuch queſtion ſhall be deter- 
mined by the ſaid two indifferent perſons; and if they diſ- 
agree, by their umpire.” 


A Copy of theſe Reſolutions were ſent to Dr. Coke and 


Mr. Moore, with a liſt of thoſe members of the Committee 


appointed to wait upon them - but they refuſed to meet the 
perſons, and rejetted the propoſitions, 

At a meeting of the Committee on Jan. roth, 1792, at 
which twenty-three of the members were prefent, the fol- 
lowing Reſolutions were unanimouſly agreed to, and the 
Chairman was ordered to deliver a Copy of them to Dr. 
Coke, and to requelt him to return an anſwer in writing to 
the Chairman, on or before Monday the 16th of the = 
month. | | 

This Committee having conſidered all the circumſtances 
relating to Mr. Welley's Manuſcripts as well what occurred 
before as at the time they were delivered to Dr. Whitehead 
—are fully convinced from the cleareſt evidence, that they 
were put into his hands by Dr. Coke (and by Mr. Moore, 
through the medium of Mr. Creighton): with no other defggn 
than to aſſiſt him in executing his purpole of writing the 
Lite of Mr. Weſley, and that therefore ne has an undoubted 
Tight to uſe them for that end, without thereby incurring 
any nonconformity or reliſtance to Mr. Weſſey's Will.” 


„And they are unanimouſly of opinion that Dr. White-. 


head has in no inſtance done or committed any att that 
could in anywiſe warrant the proceedings of Dr. Coke on 
Sunday evening, Dc. 1, 1791, when Dr. Coke mentioned 
the name of Dr. Whitchead from the pulpit, in the New- 
Chapel, City-Road, before a numerous congregation, and 
laid, that Dr. Whitehead kept Mr. Wellcy's Manuſer'nts 
from him and Mr. Moore unjuſtly and by force: that there 
were many letters among Mr. Wetley's papers, from huf- 
bands concerning their wives, and from wives Concerning 
their huſbands ; and alſo from parents concerning their chi- 
dren : that theſe and athcr letters were of a very private 


nature, 


* L 


1 
2 
1 
4 » 
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F nature, and anght not to be known ;* that he and Mr. Moore 
X kere hindered from examining theſe letters, t and burning 
uch as were improper to be feen, and that they were exceed- 
ingly alarmed about them.\—That Dr. Whitchead having 
acted wrong in not fulfilling Mr. Welley's Will, they could 
not continue him as a preacher among them, and that in 


— 


* = 
n 


future he could only be conſidered as a {tranger.” 

F « This tranſaction took place without Dr, Whitehead's 
knowledge. He had no notice of it, no hearing of his cale ; 
no opportunity of ſelf-defence. And he was publickly ac- 


93 
* 


> cuſedof a crime of which he was not guilty 
25 * this raſh and intemperate conduct of Dr. Coke, De. 
Whitchead's character has been traduced, the minds of the 
4 people have been inflamed againlt him, he has been cut of 
from a uſeful ſituation in the Society, and has been conſider- 
> ably injured in his profeſſional intereſts. This is a matter of 
very ſerious conſequence ; if it be paſſed over in ſilence no 
man's character is ſafe. Any one or all of us may be treated 
| in the ſame way : we may be publicly accuſed of crumes we 
nieder committed, and have no opportunity of clearing our- 
ſelves; we may be held up to publick contempt and re- 
proach ; we may be injured by the mere wanton exerciſe of a 
ſumed power, in our reputation and buſineſs, and among our 
connection and friends. Dr. Coke is travelling from place to 
place, and from Kingdom to kingdom, but our ſituations in 


, # Theſe obſervations tended directly to excite jealouſies in private fami- 
4 lies, between huſbands and wives, and parents and children; and gave a la— 
. mentable picture of the Society He informed the people, that he and Mr. 
1 | Moore having had acceſs to Mr. Wetley's papers for ſeveral years, and having 

N memories, knew the contents of them. (Sce alſo their preface to the 


4 ite of Mr. Wetley.) In th:s catc he well knew that the inſinuations here 
thrown out, of the ſtate of private families, were not founded in truth, But 
alas! what had this tranſaction, or indeed any part of Dr. Coke's conduct in 

2 gf this affair to do with truth? The tendency ot all his proceedings was, to fow 

t diſſentions in the Society, and irritate the people againſt Dr. Whitchead. 

+ Whether they were hindered or not from examining theſe letters and the 


other papers, fee the Narrative, pages 11 and 12. 


: | + Is it probable that Dr. Coke believed any thing which he ſpoke! The 
1 4 papers were in Dr. Whitehead's hands; had they contained matters to dan— 
gerous to be publiſhed, would Dr. Coke, Mr. Moore and Mr. Rogers, have 
taken ſuch unlawtul methods ot 1njuring the Doctor, and iriitating and pro- 
voking him to publiſh them 1n his own detence, or by way of retaliation ? 
If Dr. Coke did believe what he ſaid, and he and his friends ſtil! acted in this 
5 5 manner towards Dr. Whitehead, it thewed ſuch an unbounded, confidence in 
6 his moderation and great regard for the reputation of the Society, as induced 

them to believe, he would not publiſh any thing to diucredit it, however ill 
© they thould treat him. 
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life are ſettied and fixed; he can leave the conſequences ot 
his conduct; but an injury done to our characters, abides upon 
us and upon our children. en an injury is done to indi- 
viduals by the unlawful methods Dr. Coke has made uſe of it 
deſtroys the peace of Society, breaks the harmony of families, 
imbitters people's minds againſt each other, and lays the 
foundation of infinite miſchief. From theſe conſiderations 
we think that the reputation and peace of the Methodiſt 
Society, call upon every member of it, to oppoſe theſe raſh 
proceedings.” 

« This Committee is therefore determined to ſupport Dr. 
Whitehead againſt all ſuch violent and unjuſt attacks, and to 
vindicate his rights and privileges to the utmoſt, as long as he 
ſhall continue to act in conjunction with this Committee. 

„This Committee do require that Dr. Coke ſhall make 
reparation, as far as he is now able, for the injury that he 
has done Dr. Whitehead's character. This he ſhall do by 
every means in his power, ſuch as by oral declaration from 
the pulpit, by a written declaration to be circulated in the Ar- 
minian Magazine and other ways, and by procuring him to 
be reſtored to his uſual ſituation as a Preacher, Until this 
be done, it is impoſſible any further negotiation can take 
place. When this is complied with, this Committee will 
endeavour for an accommodation of the differences between 
the parties concerned, and will conſent that a few friends on 
each ſide, ſuch as will be agreeable to meet each other, may 
be appointed to confer together and fix the preiiminaries of 
an agreement. 


To this remonſtrance of the Committee, and the moderate 
and chriſtian requiſition annexed to it, Dr. Coke and Mr. 
Moore returned the following memorable anſwer to their 


Chairman. 


SIR, 

As the Committee, of which you have the honour 
to be Chairman, have either in their great modeſty or in their 
forgetfulneſs omitted the moſt material Fadts in the ſtatement 
which you preſented to us on Thurſday, we beg leave to 
ſpeak for them, and to ſupply what is wanting. If the fol. 
lowing be adopted, we may give an anſwer to it. | 


e are, 
Sir, 
City-Road, | Your &c, 
Jan. 14, 1792. Thomas Coke, 
ſo Mr, Crawford. H. Moore, 
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« At a meeting of the Committee to adviſe, ſupport and 


defend Dr. Whitehead” through thick and thin, . the follow- 
ing reſolutions were unanimoully agreed 10.“ 


c 1. This Committee having conſidered all the circum- 


ſtances relating to Mr. Welley's Manuſcripts, are fully con- 


vinced, that they were put into Dr. Whitehead's hands by 
Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, with no other delign than to aſſiſt 
him in writing a Life of Mr. Weſley, tor” the Book-room, 
412. for the ſupport and relief of diſtreſſed T ravelling-Preach- 
ers, their Wives and Children, “ande that he therefore has an 
undoubted rzght to uſe them for” Vis «wn profit, and accord- 
ing to his own will, without any regard io the deſign of the 
Teftator: ſeeing that in ſo doing, he has only ſtudied the ad- 
vantage of himſelf and his Family, which we think ſhould be 
continually attended to. 


Remark 1. For the Book-room”” Dr. Wiitehead received the 
papers under an exiſting agreement with the Executors, 
and he expected it would have been fulfilled, but which the 
1ruftees and Commultce of Preachers violated even after they 
had once conſented to it. See the Narrative page 7 and 8. 
But ſuppoſe that Dr. Coke and Mr, Moore delivered the 
papers to Dr. IWhitehead under the general eæpectation of 
advantage mentioned in the Narrative, did not Dr. I hite- 
head's liberality even exceed that general expettation ? 
He made à tender to the Preachers of fifty per Cent. pro- 
fit for ſelling the Book, and then of the whole profit, 
whatever it ſhould be, Did Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore ex- 
pect the Doctor would give more than either of thefe offers 
contains when they delivered him the papers? When 
the Truftees and Committee of Preachers had violated 
every engagement with the Doctor, he did not {eek his own 
emolument, but committed the whole to a Committee of 
thurty perſons to diſpoſe of the profits as they thought 
Proper. 

Remark 2. Advantage of himſelf and family.“ This re- 

| lates to the ftory which Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore patched 
up, and then attributed to Dr, Whitehead. Sec Narraloe 


Page 10, 


«9, We are unanimouſly of opinion, that Dr. Whitehead 
has done nothing to induce Dr. Coke to inform the Socicty 
of the ſtate of che diſpute, relating to theſe Manuſcripts. 

| And 


* 


. 


And that the body of Preachers who determined that Dr. 
Whitehead ſhould no longer preach among them, were cqually 
miſtaken , for it is plain that what Dr. Whitehead did, was 
for the advantage of himſelf and his family, and conſe— 
quently very juſtifiable, | 


Remark 2. The body of Preachers, &c.” The motion 
which paſſed at the Quarterly meeting of the Preachers, was 
only a ſuſpenſion of Dr. Whitehead till his caſe was more 
Fully heard, and he had an opportunity of defending him— 
ſelf. Dr. Coke and Mr, Moore knew this very well, thou h 
they here repreſent the matter differently, See Narrative 


page 14. 


„This Committee find, That the determination of the 
Preachers took place at the Quarterly Meeting, held regu- 
larly for many years, to examine the Characters of the 
Preachers ; and that Dr. Whitehead had the uſual printed 
notice of this meeting. Nevertheleſs, We unanimoufly 
re/olve, that the Doctor had 10 nelice of it, and conſequently 
no opportunity to defend himſelt.“ 


Remark 3. Dr. Whitchead had the uſual printed notice 
of this meeting. Ie Committee complain above, that 
Dr. Whitehead had no notice of the tranſaction at the New 
Chapel, when he was expelied ; had no hearing of his caſe 
previous to it, and conſequently no opportunity of ſelf-de- 
fence, Dr. Coke and Mr, Moore apply their words to a 
notice, printed long before hand, when a Quarterly meeting 
of the Preachers would be held in London ; and then rea- 
fon as if this was the true meaning of the Committee, 4 
Fair ſpecimen of the ſhuffling of Dr. Coke and Mr, Moore, 
to evade the force of truth, 5 


* 4. This Committee are therefore afraid, that many per- 
ſons have been inclined to think, that Dr. Whitehead has 
been properly excluded from the body of Preachers, as à 
covetous man, who has not ſufficient regard to Truth or 
Juſtice. Now this is a matter of very ſerious conſequence. 
It it be paſſed over in ſilence, no man's character, who ſheuld 
att in like manner, would be ſafe. If any of us ſhould have 
an opportunity of making a good hit for himſelf and his fami- 
y: if any of us ſhould violate our engagements, and uſe the 
property of others, with Which we were entruſted, for our 
on 
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men, who regard truth and juſtice, and not enough reſpect 
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oben emolument, we alſo might be thus excluded. From 
® theſe conſiderations we think that all the members of the Me- 


thodiſt Societies, who are inclined to follow Dr. Whitehead's 


example, ſhould join to oppoſe the raſh proceedings of 


the practices, by which fortunes are made. 


Remark 4. IWhoever reads the Narrative will clearly perceive, 

who has violated engagements, truth and juſtice, and 

| who has held them ſacred—The inſinuations concerning 

the motives of the Committee are illiberal almoſt beyond 

example But there are men of a certain deſcription, who 

imagine they acquire confequence by traducing charatters 
greatly ſuperior to their own, 


© 5. This Committee are therefore determined to ſupport 
Dr. Whitehead againſt all ſuch attacks, and vindicate the 
Juſt right which he has to outwit his employers, and to uſe 
their property for his own emolument, as long as he ſhall 
have courage to maintain this his right, and to act in con- 
juction with this Committee. | x 


Remark 5. © Outwit his employers - Properly ſpeaking Dr. 
IV hitehead had no employers. Fe was requeſted to write 
the Life of Mr. IWejley as an independant man ; and he 
undertook it on the moſt liberal and independent principles. 
Tf there were perſons who could in any ſenſe be called his 
employers, they were the Executors only, who held the Nooks 
in truſt for Conference. And with men of ſuch honour 
and integrity, he could have had no difference. 


. * 6. The Committee therefore require, that Dr. Coke ſhall 
varniſh over the ſaid violation of truth and juſtice : and that 
he do this both by ſpeech and writing. This we think he 
may do, either by denying the facts, or avoiding the con- 
ſequences. Let him therefore declare from the pulpit, and 
afterwards inſert it in the Magazine, That Dc. Whitchead 
received Mr. Weſley's papers in order to write a life of Mr. 
Weſley for his own emolument. Or if he cannot ſwallow 
this, let him ſay, that it is true the Doctor received them to 
write a Life for the Book-room ; but that in keeping them 
for his own uſe, he did nothing that was unjuſt: for that he 
(Dr. Coke) is now convinced by ihts Committee, that this is 
only the uſual mode by which men grow rich: that conſe- 
quently Dr. Whitehead's character is immaculate; and that 
he ought to be reſtored to his Ration as a preact:er, and to all 
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the honour which he bad, when he was thought a man of 
honour and probity, and a ſincere friend to the connection. 


« -, When this is complied with, we ſhall be inclined to 
meet with Dr. Coke and any friends on the other fide, ſeeing 
that by their compliance they will evideace, that they are 
now become prudent men, who can ſay and unſay as it ſuits 
their convenience. With ſuch therefore this diſpute may be 


brought to an amicable concluſion, 


Remark 7. © Can ſay and unſay as it ſuits their conveni- 
ence.” How far this has been Dr. Coke's pratlice, is too 


well known to need any illuſtration. 


Nething need be ſaid of the ſpirit and manner in which this 
letter is written, The whole of it ſpeaks loudly for itſelf, eſ- 
pecially when we conſider that it was written by men profeſſing 
religion, and preachers of the goſpel ; and that it was F, ws to a 
body of men, ſome of whom had been ornaments of the Methodiſt 
Society long before Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore were members of 


it, perhaps before they were born.* 


The Committee judged this letter unworthy of any no- 
tice ; but they beheld with great pity and concern, two 
Methodift Preachers degrading themſelves, by treating a mat- 
ter of ſerious moment to the peace of the Society, in the way 
of ill-natured buffoonery, and uſing this method as an artifice 
to conceal the truth. They contented themſelves however, 
with entering the following Obſervations on their Minutes. 

This Committee having no other object in its proecedings 
and reſolutions, than to promote truth and juſtice and peace 
in the Methodiſt Societics, is ſorry to find that Lr. Coke and 
Mr. Moore do not appear in their letter of the 14th inſt, 
to be influenced by the ſame chriſtian principles.” 

** Contrary to the mild and peaceable temper of the goſpe}, 
their letter breathes nothing but reſentment and the moſt bit- 
ter enmity againſt Dr. Whitehead, and the members of this 
Committee. It contains general charges againſt him of a 
very ſerious nature, but without any proof, and which, we 


* Theſe obſervations were not written by any Member of the Com- 
mittee ; nox is the Committee anſwerable for chem. 
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? | we perſuaded Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore are not ahle to prove. 
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It attributes motives to our conduct which we know to be 
| We are ſincerely ſorry to ſee ſuch a diſpx6t1on of 
crtuelty, oppreſſion and injuſtice, in men who profeſs to teach 


* 


others the way of truth and holineſs.” 
= « This Committee has required nothing of Dr. Coke, but an 


acknowledgement of his fault, in the methods he has aſed to 


= 
bo «KA 


injure Dr. Whitehead's character, which the goſpel requires 
in ſuch caſes, and which we think every man who wil .cs to 


act rightly will readily perform. 


We think the conduct of Dr. Coke, Mr. Moore and Mr. 
Rogers, in this affair, diſgraceful to the Methodiſt connection. 
If it be tolerated we fear it will be repeated whenever they 
may think it their intereſt to treat others as they have treated 
Dr. Whitehead, If any man ſtands in the way of their pe- 
culiar ſchemes, however extravagant, they will traduce his 
character and do him all the injury they can, In this way 
they have treated the Executors and the other members of 
this Committee, We have been anathematized from the 
| pulpit by Dr. Coke, with almoſt frantic rage; ſo that ſome 
| perſons who heard him, had ſerious apprehenſions that he was 
out of his ſenſes. He gave juſt ground for theſe apprehen- 
tions by his conduct at Weſt-Street Chapel on the 19th of 
March, before a large congregation. Here he ſpake of this 
Committee, in terms which made every one underſtand whom 
he meant; and at length ſcreaming with ſuch violence as 
gave pain to the audience, he ſaid, They arc oppoſers of 
the work of God, worſe than murderers and adultcrers, for 
they are DEVILS INCARNATE!” And in his prayer he cried 
cut, or rather ſhouted, « LAKE THEM, Lokn! Take 
* THEM ! to—heaven.”*--Mr. Rogers has followed Dr. 
N Coke's 


Let any man of candour and integrity carefully read over this Nar- 
rative, and conſider the care which has been taken to admit no tatts on com- 
mon report, but ſuch only as have been proved by the molt ſatistactory cvi— 
dence ; let him read the letter from Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, and the pro— 
ccedings of the Committee; and then he may ſafely determine what degree of 
credit is due to the moſt folemn aſſeverations of Dr. Coke, Mr. Moore and Mr. 
Rogers, either in print or from the pulpit, when they think it their intereſt 
to miſlead-the people, in order to injure the characte:s of individuals, 


*The good Doctor ſee med at a loſs where to find a place for theſe 
Devils mcarnate ; at length the ſuperabundance of his charity and good- 
If Dr, Coke was realy in his ſenſes at this 

time, 


5 will placed them in heaven. 


k. 
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Coke's example, and given us plenty of abuſe, but ſeemed to 
have ſome doubts whether there is ſalvation for us, This 
ſtatement of their proceedings may appear incredible to fobcr 
people, but the things were not done in a corner, there are 
many living witneſſes of them. By theſe methods they have 
held us up to the people as monſters of wickedneſs ; as per- 
fons not fit to live; and they have done this under the moſt 
artſul and falſe pretences. They have deſtroyed thoſe ſocial 
and chriſtian diſpoſitions which ought to be cultivated in 
every Society: they have encouraged backbiting and {lander, 
and divided the deareſt friends; and having thus trampled 
down the fruits of other men's labours in the Society, they lay 
the blame on thoſe who have been quiet, and endeavoured for 
75 by every means conſiſtent with truth and juſtice.— 

hey have ſet the houſe on fire and endangered the whole 
family, pretending that a perſon in it has done ſomethin 
wrong; which, had it been true, could not juſtiſy theſe pro- 
ceedings.---But ſurely God doth not ſee theſe things in vain. 

We are no ſtrangers to the conduct of Mr. Rogers for 
ſome years paſt, in different Societies where he has made 
rents among the people. The little cunning, violence and 
ambition of Dr. Coke are almoſt proverbial. He feldom 
ſtays long enough in one place to feel the full effects 
ot his conduct; but the injuries he does to perſons in 
lettled habits of liſe are laſting, and in ſome, inſtances, 
may be of the molt ſerious conſequence to the peace 
and happinefs of families. If ſuch wanton attacks upon 
an individual, as we ſee in tl:e caſe before us, be not 
ſuppreſſed, what ſecurity has any member of the So- 
ciety for h.s character? or what man who has a character 
to loſe, will commit himſelf to a Society under ſuch a govern- 
ment? But we fincerely hope the Conference will diſapprove 
of theſe proceedings, repair the injury done, as far as poſſible, 
and provide a remedy againſt ſuch injuries in future, If nor 
we think the people are bound in duty to look for ſome re- 
medy among themſelves, 


time, we ſhould be glad to know what are his notions of the inhabitants 
of heaven; and whether zncarnate Devils enjoy any privileges above 
other Devz/s 9---An old Preacher being cloſe to a lady, a known friend 
of Dr. Whitchead, when Dr. Coke uttered the words, TAKE THEM, 
cnet RD, &c. whiſpered to her, © I wiſh you a good journey, Madam, 
to heaven.” 


Various 


1 


Various motives have been falſely attributed to our con- 


duct in this affair: but we openly aud cheerfully declare, as 


honefl men and Chriſtians, that we do not wiſh to ſee any di- 
viſions in the Society; we are exceedingly deſirous to pro- 
mote peace on principles of Truth and Juſtice. And we 


+ ſhall be glad to co-operate with our Brethren every where, 


in giving all the ſupport in our power, to the two Grand 
Characteriſtics of Ord METronism, Hinerant Preach- 
ing and union with the CHURCH of ENGLAND, which union 
is now in danger of being diſſolved by the introduction of Dr. 
Coke's ordinations. 


The foregoing Narrative, being prepared by a ſelett Com- 
mittee appointed for that purpoſe, was read at a General 
Meeting of the Committee held the 18th of May, and or- 
dercd to be printed immediately. 


N. B. Dr. Whitchead's Life of the late Rev. John and 
Charles Weſley, in two full Volumes octavo, is now put 10 
the preſs; and the firſt volume will be publiſhed with all con- 
venient ſpeed, after the Conference. His friends and others 
may relt aſſured that thele diſputes will not appear in it. 
The whole will be written on the principles of truth and 
candour, with a view to inſtruct and edijy, well diſpoſed 
perſons of all denominations, 


